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Paper Title: Literary Analysis

No. of Pages: a page and a half 

Paper Style: APA Paper Type: Descriptive

Taken English? Yes English as Second Language? No

Feedback Areas: Topic Development, Sentence Structure

Paper Goals: Literary Analysis

Proofing Summary:

Hello Adam,

Thank you for submitting your assignment to the Learning Services Writing Center. My name is Rita, and I appreciated the 

opportunity to review your paper. The first thing to consider is that you need APA format with special attention to the need for 

double spacing throughout.  See these links for a sample title page and or key element of APA format:

https://awc.ashford.edu/cd-apa-key-elements.html

https://awc.ashford.edu/PDFHandouts/sample_apa_title_page.pdf

Strengths:

You have used examples from the story and many details to develop the paper. You have made an effort to use correct spelling 

and proper language as well as effective word choice..  

Suggestions:

The introduction and thesis statement are the most important parts of your paper. They provides the main idea of your essay to 

your reader.  The thesis statement is usually given at the end of the introduction to the paper. Just to give you some idea how the 

thesis statement and the supporting ideas for body paragraphs work together, here is an example:  Sample thesis: The narrator 

obsessively asserts his descriptive authority over city life, but the impersonal and estranging city defeats him in the end.

Supporting points for sample thesis:

1.        The disorienting strangeness of the city at night, under the new gas lights, reveals that the narrator’s opening rational 

authority on city life in London is unreliable.

2.        People are only defined by work titles in the story, showing anonymous work life and the limited relationships between 

people even though the narrator must always be near other people to feel secure. 

3.        The “Man of the Crowd” does not fit a category in the end, and the frenzied night spent following him reveals the neurotic 

frenzy--and failure-- of the narrator’s organizing mindset against the “illegible” confusion of city life.  

As you can see, each paragraph adds another idea and element to support the main idea of the paper. You can do that too with 

your thesis and connect each body paragraph back to your main idea about setting and conflict. Once you thesis is determined,  

the body paragraphs develop your supporting ideas, starting with a topic sentence that relates to the thesis.Then the idea of the 

paragraph is supported.  Finally it is tied back to the thesis statement.  Transitions help make the writing more fluent.  Use this 

link to more information for help:

https://awc.ashford.edu/essay-dev-good-paragraph.html

APA format and Grammar and Mechanics:  There are some suggestions about proofing and mechanics as well as APA format 

and in-text citations. Links to more information are also given.

Note that we have not edited or proofread the entire draft for minor errors, Additionally, for more help with your grammar and 

punctuation, please use the Grammarly software which is available under "Writing Center" in your classroom.

As always, feel free to join a Live Tutoring Session with a tutor to receive immediate feedback on any additional questions you 

may have, including any questions you may have on the review of this paper.  Keep up the good work, and thanks for using the 

Learning Services Writing Center!
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Pages after the title page should have a running head that looks like this: TITLE OF YOUR PAPER

This information goes on a title page.

All the important words of a title are capitalized. You should identify the story in the title since it is the 

subject of the analysis.

Everything is double spaced for APA, no single spaces, no more than two spaces from heading to title.

Proof for capitalization.  A short story title is in quotes.

Plural?

Can you be more specific?

Resemble what.  You need to finish your thought or your quotation.  Are 

these your own words or do you need to provide citation for a quotation?

This link will help identify what you need for 

your thesis statement for a literary analysis:

https://bridgepoint.equella.ecollege.com/curriculum/file/8fa3c39f-a15b-4e03-88b3-c927d0f32063/1/Writing%20About%20Literature.pdf

You have a good start on your working 

thesis.  Writing about literature uses 

similar techniques as an argumentative or 

persuasive paper. In the introductory 

paragraph of your literary analysis, it’s 

important for you to introduce your reader 

to the story you are analyzing and give a 

brief statement or two about the central 

theme of  the story. End that introduction

paragraph with a statement or two that 

tells your reader what you have specifically

analyzed within that story and what your 

conclusion of that analysis is. This final

sentence or two is your thesis statement, 

and it should tell your reader the purpose 

and overall  argument of your paper.
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This sentence is unclear and probably incomplete.

As you review your conclusion, ask yourself:

If my readers were to only read my 

conclusion, would they  comprehend 

the message of the paper?

Have I fully summarized my ideas?

Is the importance or relevance of the 

issue emphasized?

Have I connected all my main ideas to 

the thesis statement?

As you review your body paragraphs, ask 

yourself what is the main idea of each one

and does my topic sentence express it.  How 

does it relate to the thesis statement? 

Does the final sentence of the paragraph tie 

back to the thesis statement?

The pattern for body paragraph 

organization is to begin with a 

transitional sentence, followed by the 

topic sentence for that paragraph.  Then 

you provide the development with a 

concluding sentence to tie it all back to 

the thesis statement.
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You are to use APA, not MLA.  See this link:

https://awc.ashford.edu/cd-apa-reference-models.html

Note that each page  including the References page needs proper 

headings left and right. Start a new page for References.  Everything is 

double spaced for APA with no single spaces or extra spaces from 

headings to title or title to citation or between citations  Titles of short 

stories are in quotes.

See this link for a sample References page:

https://awc.ashford.edu/PDFHandouts/APA_References_List_Sample.pdf
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